128               Chancellor of the German Reich
Hitler and Goering answered with a brief yes.
Hindenburg shook hands with the two National Socialists,
and they took their leave. The whole interview had barely
lasted three minutes, and Hitler had once more given a
promise which he had decided in advance to break.
Paper?s Broken Word
Papen, however, showed that he was tarred with the same
brush as Hitler.
For in taking over the Government he broke his word.
At that time the leader of the Zentrum was the prelate
Kaas. A few days before Briining's dismissal this man had
already got wind of Papen's intention of overthrowing the
chancellor and taking over the Government himself. On
the morning of the 3ist May, before Papen had been called
to the President, Kaas entreated Herr von Papen to visit
him. The latter was, be it noted, still an active member
of the Zentrum, and a Prussian deputy for his party. In
a very serious interview, Kaas endeavoured to make clear
that, for reasons of party discipline and personal propriety,
no member of the Zentrum should lead the new Government
after Briining's unwarranted and precipitate dismissal.
Herr von Papen knew that Hindenburg approved his. list
of ministers. Nevertheless he concurred with Kaas, and
gave his word of honour that he would never, as a Zentrum
deputy, form a new cabinet.
A few hours later Papen betook himself to Hindenburg
and declared that he was ready to take over.
After the announcement of Papen's appointment as
Reichschancellor, Kaas could not restrain himself from
addressing an open letter to him in which this breach of
faith was heavily underlined. To quote part of this letter
word for word : * I recollect that on the afternoon of
Tuesday, the 3ist May, you promised me that you would
not take over office as Chancellor. At least, this is what
I was obliged to assume if words are to have any meaning
and declarations any value. Working on this assumption,
I answered for the loyalty of your decision at a meeting of